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1. You have been active in the fight for truth 
and free speech for many decades now, can 
you tell us how the struggle has changed over 
the years? Do you find the movement of like- 
minded people growing? 





In Europe the movement is much stronger to- 
day than it was when I started nearly half a 
century ago. In the United States the opposite 
is the case. 


2. Your web-hosting endeavor has given a 
voice to many (at least 120 websites according 
to a 2007 Lincoln Journal Star article) all over 
the world who are living in countries that op- 
press free speech. Can you tell us about how 
people are able to utilize your servers when 
what they want to say 1s illegal in their home 
countries? 





The vast majority of these web-sites are techni- 
cally legal, even in their own country, but they 
are nonetheless suppressed. The webmasters 
know we do not bow to political pressure. Fur- 
thermore, we do not even know their identity, 
but merely have a line of communication. 


3. It was quite a big story here in Nebraska 





back in 1995 when you were extradited from 
Denmark to Germany and imprisoned for dis- 
tribution of “neo-Nazi” pamphlets. Please tell 
us how Germany justified arresting a U.S. citi- 
zen for doing something in the U.S., that is 
legal in the U.S.? It would seem that the U.S. 
government should have intervened in this 
case, but obviously our corrupt government 1s 
blind to those that have dissenting opinions. 


The kidnapping and imprisonment of a U.S. 
citizen solely for publishing six issues of a 
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4. With what means and methods does the 
Jew try to achieve domination over the 
folks? 


First, he dominates the folks intellectually 
with the help of his political ideas. As member 
of the “Chosen Folk”, which even inspired a 
religion for mankind, it was also not difficult 
for him to find access into all folks. 

He cuts off his host folks from their folkish 
life basis in that he befuddles them with politi- 
cal ideas (liberalism with the slogan of free- 
dom, equality, brotherhood and humanity’s 
fraternization, Marxism [Bolshevism] with the 
slogan through world revolution to the classless 
proletariat world state). The Jew is the bearer 
of the individualistic-materialistic world of 
ideas. 

Second, he grabs for the economic key posi- 
tions and seeks to come into possession of the 
global economy. Direction of the whole 
world’s production and consumption should lie 
in his hands so that every folk 1s dependent 
upon him. 

Third, his strong capitalistic position and his 
economic position of dominance enable him 
the political predominance and direction of the 
host folks. 

Fourth, through domination of the press, ra- 
dio, film, theater and literature and all other 
cultural institutions, he destroys every ethnic 
group and _ prepares’. the _ intellectual- 
psychological prerequisites for his international 
goals. 

Fifth, his battle organizations are the political 
parties, but especially Freemasonry, with 
which he, camouflaged and unnoticed, obtains 
influence to the greatest degree over the politi- 
cal events. 





5. Why does Jewry combat us? 

Because Adolf Hitler’s Germany does not 
want to place itself under a Jewish world 
order. 


National Socialist Germany stands in the 
way of Jewry’s striving for world domination. 
It opposed the Jewish exploitation of the Euro- 
pean folks and thereby smashed Jewish pre- 
dominance in Europe. 

That is the reason why Jewry persecutes us 
with lethal hatred and has declared a fight to 
the death against us. 

The Jew is the counter-pole of Nordic 
man, the arch-enemy of every free folk at 
all. 

The Jew opposes the ordering and value cre- 
ating leadership principle of Germanic man 
with the commercial power principle. 

The creative-constructive worldview of Na- 
tional Socialism with its idealistic object in 
view is confronted by the Jewish worldview of 
materialism and individualism in Bolshe- 
vism and in the liberalism of the Anglo-Saxon 
democracies. 

“This war — see in its ultimate depth — is the 
Jewish world struggle against the liberation of 
Aryan mankind from All- Juda’s intellectual 
and material bondage, while on Germany’s 
side it has become the struggle for the libera- 
tion and preservation of mankind against all 
attempts by a Jewish world domination. As 
such, it must enter into our historical aware- 
ness crystal clear in its ultimate principle, and 
indeed not only as a military collision of two 
totally incompatible worlds opposing each oth- 
er, rather as the military final battle of a time- 
less struggle, in which the decision will be de- 
manded from of world between a Jewish world 
domination sought for millennia and the crea- 
tive life of the Aryan race in the present and 
future.” (Rudolf Jordan, “Vom Sinn dieses 
Krieges") 

Europe stands in the energy field of various 
imperialistic world powers — England, US- 
America and the Soviet Union. It is threatened 
by dangers like never before. If we once again 
bring up the question that relates back to this 
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newspaper inside the United States under the 
supposed protection of the First Amendment to 
the Constitution was a blatant violation of U.S. 
sovereignty, human rights, and international 
law. Both U.S. and Danish mainstream news- 
papers protested against this. Germany claimed 
jurisdiction on the grounds that the newspaper 
has subscribers in Germany. Note that both 
Germany and France later claimed jurisdiction 
over U.S. web-sites on the grounds they are 
“accessible” there. Based on this logic, Chris- 
tian webmasters could be extradited and im- 
prisoned in countries where the Christian Bible 
is outlawed. Furthermore, even my foreign 
political “conviction” was used by the U.S. 
government to declare me a “convicted felon” 
and indict me for “perjury” when I refused to 
accept this label. I won that case, but only on a 
legal technicality of German (!) law, not on the 
true merits. Fortunately, the U.S. Supreme 
Court later decided this issue in a favorable 
sense. On the bright side, this outrageous treat- 
ment generated a lot of sympathy for me. 


4. You spent four years as a political prisoner 
in Germany, what was it like? 


My state-paid vacation was very educational. I 
received many letters and visits, especially 
from young female sympathizers. That was 
great for my male ego. 


5. Nineteen years prior to that arrest in 1976 
you were arrested in Germany while carrying 
20,000 National Socialist posters, served four 
months in prison, got deported and banned 
from Germany for life. What were your experi- 
ences before, after and during that arrest? 





There is an old saying that persecution builds 
character. It also separates the men from the 
boys, steels resolve, reinforces comradeship, 
and forges a hardcore cadre of revolutionaries 
who fight to the death. Some of my present co- 
workers have been with me _ since the 
1970’s. This is one of the reasons why the 
movement is so much stronger in Europe than 
in the United States. 





6. Have you had many experiences of harass- 
ment for your beliefs, physical attacks, proper- 
ty damage, IRS auditing etc.? 


Aside from a few little things like assassination 
attempts, imprisonments, deportations, banish- 
ment, extradition, indictments, etc., I’ve had it 
easy. Other comrades I knew personally were 


less fortunate and suffered torture and mutr- 
der. 


7. When did you first realize that there was 
something terribly wrong with the world and 
that we had been lied to about WW2? Can you 
tell us how old you were? What books did you 
first discover that put you on your way to the 
truth? 


In the 1960s I sensed something was drastically 
wrong. When I was 14 I read the Communist 
Manifesto and hated it and Mein Kampf and 
loved it. As a teenager I read dozens of the low 
cost books published by Noontide Press and 
other outfits. 


8. The destruction of the ancient cultures and 
peoples of Europe has been moving in fast for- 
ward the last few years. For decades you have 
been warning people about this. Do you feel 
that people are finally beginning to awak- 
en? Could this awakening be the one positive 
thing about the orchestrated immigration in 
Europe? 


The current invasion has reached truly alarm- 
ing proportions! Nobody knows whether it 
will be the straw that broke the camel’s back 
and brings down the hated anti-White system 
or the coup de grace that destroys Western Civ- 
ilization and perhaps even makes the White 
race extinct. It is high time for every racial 
nationalist to actively support the resistance 
movement one way or another. 





9. Many people are aware of the struggle but 
truly don't know what they can personally do. 
What kind of advice can you give to people 
that would like to fight, but don’t know how, or 
where to even start? 
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First, decide whether you really want to help or 
simply want to entertain yourself. Second, ask 
yourself what you are willing and able to 
do. Especially long-term. Third, search out 
individuals and/or groups that have a proven 
track record. Check out this url:  http:// 
www.nsdap.info/nsdap-ao-english-fight- 
back.htm , in particular the track record section 
and the NSDAP/AO Today! section. We strive 
to match our recruits and their assignments 
based on their skills and interests instead of 
trying to “force fit” them to a narrow range of 
activities. As a long established clandestine 
international operation, there are many possi- 
bilities!’ Project teams usually have members 
scattered across the globe. This multiplies the 
effectiveness of each member. We also work 
WITH other groups, not AGAINST them. We 
do not try to “replace” them, but rather to sup- 
plement and reinforce them. 





10. As a veteran in this fight, what kind of ac- 
tions do you think are most effective against 
the enemy? What kind of things should people 
concentrate their energies on? 





Refer to #9 above. Different organizations 
have different approaches. Each approach has 
advantages and disadvantages. We _ should 
view our respective efforts as SUPPLEMENT- 
ING each other. Not as “competition.” Also, 
do not over-rely on the Internet!!! It 1s a valua- 
ble tool, but it is only one tool in our tool box. 


11. There are many people out there in the 
world doing their own thing, fighting for truth 
in their own way. There are various organiza- 
tions and methods being used, some more 1n- 
your-face, some more subtle. A lot of people 
these days are starting to stress the need to not 
in-fight, to concentrate on the enemy instead, 
and not each other. What are your personal 
thoughts on this? 





My experience is that infighting was more bru- 
tal and vicious—sometimes even lethal (!)—in 
the past than now. Today it usually consists of 
anonymous smears on the Internet. On the 











bright side, recently we received a sizable do- 
nation from a supporter who was outraged by a 
smear against me! I was tempted to send the 
offender a thank you letter, but didn’t. 


12. Many thanks for your time Gary! Do you 
have any final thoughts or words of advice for 
our readers? 


Please give serious consideration to the advice 
in #9 above!!! If I had a choice between 100 
people who say “Gerhard Lauck is a great 
guy, but then offer only “moral support,” OR 
99 people who say “Gerhard Lauck is an 
S.O.B.!” and just ONE person you says, “Yes, 
Gerhard Lauck is an S.O.B., but he tells it like 
it is and he gets things done!” and this one per- 
son then actually provided CONCRETE sup- 
port, then I would choose the second option! 





Our Enemies 


imperialistic striving for world domination, 
then we find the same driving force every- 
where: Jewry., which wants to realize its Old 
Testament promises under the mask of Puritan- 
ical-liberal England, of free democratic Ameri- 
ca or under the mask of the Bolshevist world 
benefactor. 

In our fight, it is unimportant whether Stalin 
harnesses his comrades Roosevelt and Church- 
ill before the cart of his Bolshevism politics or 
whether Roosevelt and Churchill put the Soviet 
Union in the service of their Jewish-plutocratic 
efforts. For us, there is only one decision: 
struggle against Bolshevism and _ struggle 
against the plutocracies. Our victory over both 
means the destruction of Jewry and hence the 
pacification of the folks and the securing of a 
new world order. 





6. What is Freemasonry and whose instru- 
ment is it? 

Freemasonry is an international federa- 
tion with secret supreme leadership, which 
outwardly puts on the show of high humani- 
tarian goals, but in reality is a secret order 
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with whose help Jewry wants to decisively 
influence world politics. 


Freemasonry emerged as visible organization 
from the Medieval association of stone masons 
and their association of stone masons working 
on church buildings. The members called 
themselves brothers, practiced a simple ritual 
upon joining and obligated themselves to a 
moral life conduct. In order to make them- 
selves recognizable on their constant wander- 
ing in distant places, they had secret marks: 
symbols, grip, word and some questions and 
answers. This old stone masonry blossomed 
not only in Germany, but also in England and 
Scotland. 

Taking as a basis the symbols and customs of 
stone masonry, a federation formed in London 
in the year 1717 under the sign of the back then 
existing free spirit efforts, which set as the goal 
of its efforts and its activity “the art of square 
building on the perfection of the own self and 
of the whole of mankind”. It called itself feder- 
ation of “Free Masons”, English Lodge. 

The Free Mason federation, according to the 
later constitution decree, is a fraternization free 
from all separating boundaries of rank, posi- 
tion, nationality, color and race, religious and 
political views. One supposedly fights for free- 
dom, equality and brotherhood of all people, 
thus for a general fraternization of mankind. 

The antipathy against religious intolerance 
and the philosophical enlightenment were fa- 
vorable for Freemasonry, and so the Free Ma- 
sonic idea of the fraternization of mankind fell 
on fertile soil. 

Soon after the founding, Free Mason lodges 
emerged in almost all lands of the world: Ma- 
drid 1728, Philadelphia 1730, Paris 1732, 
Hamburg 1737. Jewry soon recognized in Free 
Masonry an excellent instrument for the pursuit 
of its world power goals. The Free Masonic 
doctrine of the unrestricted freedom of the indi- 
vidual human being seemed to the Jew as the 
suitable power that could promote his claims to 
world domination. The lodge doctrine of equal- 
ity and brotherhood reinforced his hope for an 
equal position with the host folks, but also the 
general racial chaos already always hope for by 
him and so the realization of his world domina- 


tion. Through Free Masonry, Jewry has sought 
already since the middle of the eighteenth cen- 
tury to burst the national and folkish bond in 
the non-Jewish world, to break religious and 
state authority, and to undermine the folks in 
their life order; for the Jew became more and 
more prominent in the lodges and finally totally 
dominated them. Above all, it was the Roman 
lodges that stood in the foreground under the 
influence of Jewry’s political thinking and 
made themselves the bearers of active politics. 
But later the political efforts in the lodges of all 
lands became more and more prominent. 

The humanitarian ideas as well as social am- 
bition finally led to it that good breeding de- 
manded members of the higher strata to be 
members of the Free Mason lodge. So it came 
about that Freemasonry soon united within it- 
self almost all leading men in politics and econ- 
omy, kings and princes. Jewry could not find a 
better instrument. 

Freemasonry structures itself according to the 
number of grades into the Johannis and High 
Grade Masonry. All the lodges of the world 
carry the three Johannis grades: apprentice, 
journeyman, master. Above the Johannis Ma- 
sonry stands the High Grade Masonry. The 
High Grade Freemasons are the actual bearers 
of Freemasonic world politics. “The Supreme 
Council” is in each land the representation of 
the High Grade Lodges. These representations 
of the High Grade Lodges of all lands are in 
turn centrally led by an office that lies in Jew- 
ish hands. The purely Jewish Bnai Brith Order 
is most closely tied to the supreme secret cen- 
tral office. 

The contact between Johannis Lodge and 
Supreme Council has thereby become a very 
close one, so that members of the High Grades 
simultaneously belong to the Johannis Lodges. 
Unrecognized in their characteristic as High 
Grade Masons, they hold here the leading posi- 
tions and lead the “brothers” in the lower 
grades in their sense without them having any 
idea of it. A refined, uniquely existing organi- 
zation, which with the 60-70% Jews represent- 
ed in the High Grades makes it possible to di- 
rect Free Masonry according to their wishes! 
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The Trump Phenomenon 
Up Close and Personal 





There are few things more obvious in Ameri- 
ca today than the fact that the political land- 
scape and the usual, unitarily controlled, two- 
party discourse has made an unexpected and 
radical escape from its ZOG-defined bounda- 
ries. Donald Trump has seemingly single- 
handedly moved the window of acceptable dis- 
course toward the Right, allowing an unparal- 
leled acceptance for the public expression of 
pure National Socialist ideas—a phenomenon 
that I have personally experienced. While 
Trump has been reluctantly forced to 
“disavow” White racialist support on a superfi- 
cial level, the fact remains that the values and 
ideals of America were envisioned by and for 
White men and their posterity. American Na- 
tionalism, while not explicitly racial 1n modern 
times, 1s inherently a White institution, as is 
Western civilization itself. 

A move toward traditional American Nation- 
alism, while not explicitly racial, cannot really 
avoid being exactly that. Our concerns are 
now part of the mainstream due to the unique 
moment in history that a free internet has 
wrought—the ability to readily obtain news 
and opinions not filtered and massaged by the 
tightly controlled Jewish media, as has been the 
case for the last 80 years. The Jewish monopo- 
ly has been broken and their major news net- 
works, Hollywood movies, and _ television 
broadcasts are no longer relevant for a vast 
number of connected Americans, especially the 
young. As Whites are a tentative majority still, 
this development is a crucial step in the right 
direction, and not a moment too soon. This 
break seems like such an impossible develop- 
ment in and of itself, that the Zio-media mas- 
ters who are long accustomed to forming and 
directing public opinion, stand in stupefied 
shock and have run schizophrenically amok in 
a very transparent bid for global damage con- 
trol. 





It is patently obvious to a growing number of 
Americans that the media is thoroughly corrupt 
and cannot be trusted. Trump has adeptly rid- 
den the wave of anger and discontent that has 
suddenly been given voice through electronic 
technology that bypasses these spinmas- 
ters . He has been heard and answered by a 
massive response of White, working men and 
women who are gathering in the tens of thou- 
sands to hear him speak his mind without the 
filters that have kept the simmering lid of 
White American rage tightly screwed down 
and out of sight. 

The corrupt media no longer bothers to vet 
their own lies and openly defies this populist 
movement by not covering it adequately or ac- 
curately. In their ignorance and arrogance, 
they have completely lost touch with their au- 
dience and also the control of the American 
opinion-making machine. As a result, it has 
been said by many that there is nothing like a 
Trump Rally and that it must be experienced to 
be believed. 

The presumptive GOP nominee came to 
downtown Albuquerque last Tuesday, May 24, 
2016, and I wanted to see this phenomenon for 
myself. 

I parked only a block away from the conven- 
tion center address on my rally ticket to discov- 
er that the true address was elsewhere. No one 
would give me a straight answer as to where 
the venue actually was, so I followed the peo- 
ple walking down the street suddenly to find 
myself walking in a crowd of thousands of 
shouting protestors carrying various anti- 
Trump signs and slogans. I was surrounded by 
a huge invasion-force mass of Anti-Fa, Com- 
munists, cultural Marxists, illegal Mexican in- 
vaders, Liberals, college students, Anarchists, 
paid agitators, and ignoramuses. 
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The rap song about killing Donald Trump 
could be heard thumping invasively through 
subwoofers throughout the downtown area 
from multiple sources. Mexican flags were 
flying everywhere! I was a little worried that 
by the time we all arrived at the venue, that I 
might have trouble getting past the more vocal 
and agitated protestors to enter, but the organ- 
izers of the event efficiently separated and 
moved rally goers rapidly through security and 
off the street. I was somewhat sunburned by 
the time I arrived, to find there was standing 
room only. Rally goers had been waiting since 
7:00 am that morning to get the best seats. 

The excitement was contagious and I forgot 
about any discomfort completely. The racial 
make-up of the crowd was overwhelmingly 
White, working class, and basically decent peo- 
ple. They were a far cry from the lunatic sub- 
humans outside! The thing that was so very 
exciting for me was the experience of being 
with so many thousands of thinking people 
who had an approximate alignment with so 
many of my own views--which as a National 
Socialist in today’s world, is a rare and heady 
experience. The right of exercising free speech 
for a National Socialist is heady enough, but 
the right of free association with so many thou- 
sands of others of similar mind was beyond any 
like I had ever experienced. 

A White Nationalist presence was definitely 
in the air. In fact, I found a 20-something 
blonde girl wearing a Daughters of Odin sweat- 
shirt standing right next to me. We were over- 
joyed to have found one another without even 
having to look! We were instant racial and 
Nationalist sisters-in-arms. 

Trump gave his usual, very interactive, 1m- 
promptu, and teleprompter-free talk with the 
people, telling us the latest shameful tactics and 
lies of the media and the bought-and-paid-for 
corrupt politicans who oppose him and the 
popular will of the American people. The spir- 
its of all were hopeful and high—and the 
cheers of the excited crowd were so deafening 
that the protestors who insanely screamed their 
displeasure could hardly be heard or located 
before they were rapidly escorted out and ar- 
rested by police. 

















I left as Trump was winding up, in order to 
beat the crowd out of the downtown area--only 
to find that the array of glass entry doors to the 
convention center had been barricaded by po- 
lice against a now-enraged and dangerous 
crowd of hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of 
protestors. They were pressing against the 
glass of the doors, pounding and screaming, 
and trying to violently gain entry to the rally by 
force. This seemed to be a very different 
bunch of agitators, mostly male and Mesti- 
zo. Their furlousness made the earlier mass of 
moving protestors seem festive in compari- 
son. 

The police directed me and other rally goers 
up an escalator to another floor of the conven- 
tion center, through a maze of hallways, to a 
covered skyway that crossed the street. We 
were told by police to stay away from the win- 
dows! I stood briefly on my toes to catch a 
glimpse of what was going on outside, and the 
downtown street below was full of flashing 
police car lights and protestors in both direc- 
tions, clashing with mounted police and police 
in riot gear. We were directed through another 
building and down some stairs to an exit to an- 
other street that had been forcibly cleared by a 
moving, street-wide row of mounted police and 
riot police. We were told to walk the other 
way! Helpful police were stationed on every 
corner. They made my walk to my car a very 
short and uneventful trip. I am grateful for 
their remarkable competence and efficiency in 
protecting the 1 Amendment rights of so very 
many people who came to hear what Trump 
had to say. 

The controlled media, of course, castigated 
the Albuquerque police, as I found out later, as 
incompetent and unprepared. They dishonestly 
only showed footage of the violent clash with 
the “innocent” protestors! In reality, the pro- 
testors were out of control, overturned the ta- 
bles of the T-shirt vendors, lit the T-shirts on 
fire, and threw them at the police horses! A 
shot was fired at the barricaded entryway glass, 
breaking the thick glass of the doors of the con- 
vention center. The police responded appropri- 
ately to this with their riot gear, batons, horses, 
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of Germany 
Part Two: The Hindenburg 


Almost 80 years ago, the Hindenburg disaster at 
Lakehurst, New Jersey on May 6, 1937 brought an end 
to the age of the rigid airship. The disaster killed 35 
persons on the airship, and one member of the ground 
crew, but miraculously 62 of the 97 passengers and 
crew survived. 

After more than 30 years of passenger travel on 
commercial zeppelins — in which tens of thousands of 
passengers flew over a million miles, on more than 
2,000 flights, without a single injury — the era of the 
passenger airship vanished in a few fiery minutes. 

Hindenburg was the last passenger aircraft of the 
world’s first airline — her chief steward was the first 
flight attendant in history — and she was the fastest 
way to cross the Atlantic in her day. 

Hindenburg’s passengers could travel from Europe 
to North and South America in half the time of the 
fastest ocean liner, and they traveled in luxurious inte- 


The Trump Phenomenon 


and tear gas in order to protect the rally go- 
ers. They are heroes in my book! 

I could not sleep for two nights after- 
wards! The excitement of the whole event 
stayed with me for a week. I found that I truly 
loved every aspect of being a part of this mas- 
sive event that felt more like a revolution than 
a rally. I am fully aware that there are many 
negatives about Trump, not the least of which 
is that he is not a National Socialist by any 
stretch, and also that he may simply be serving 
as a Safety valve to harmlessly release decades 
of pent up White American frustration and 
thereby preserve the status quo of civilizational 
and racial degeneration and decline. 

Regardless of the negatives, it is abundantly 
clear that Trump has the right enemies. 








riors that would never again be matched in the air; 
they enjoyed meals in an elegant dining room, lis- 
tened to an aluminum piano in a modern lounge, 
slept in comfortable cabins, and could even have a 
cigarette or cigar in the ship’s smoking room. 

The coming to power of the NSDAP in 1933 had 
important consequences for Zeppelin Luftschiff- 
bau. Actual construction of LZ-129 Hindenburg 
(named after the President of Germany) began in 
the Fall of 1931, but progress lagged due to a se- 
vere lack of funds during the Depression. At first, 
the Nazi Party’s assumption of power in January, 
1933 had little effect on the fortunes of the Zeppe- 
lin Company, partly due to Air Minister Hermann 
Goring’s dislike of lighter-than-air flight. But 
Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels was aware 
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It is up to us as National Socialists to contin- 
ue our push toward our sacred ideals and fill 
the breach in the politically correct narrative 
that Trump and a free internet has opened in 
our favor. It is entirely possible, in the most 
optimistic terms, that this Trump movement 
signifies not a fad, but the beginning of a mas- 
sive racial awakening, long in coming-- leading 
naturally and logically to a true National So- 
cialist revival for our racial family both in 
America and abroad. I do not think this is be- 
yond the realm of possibility, but more in the 
realm of necessity. Hitler said that, “I guaran- 
tee you that the impossible always suc- 
ceeds. What is unlikeliest 1s surest.” The po- 
litical situation I witnessed was intensely surre- 
al and undoubtedly holds the real possibility of 
achieving the "impossible." 


Airships 


of the potential symbolic value of LZ-129 as a 
showcase for German strength and technology, and 
in 1934 Goebbels offered Hugo Eckener 2 million 
marks toward the completion of LZ-129. 

Determined to overshadow his rival Goebbels, 
Hermann Goring offered an additional 9 million 
marks from the Air Ministry, but the offer came 
with conditions: in March, 1935, the Air Ministry 
split the Zeppelin Company into two firms; the 
original Luftschiffbau Zeppelin, which would be 
responsible solely for the construction of airships, 
and the newly created Deutsche Zeppelin-Reedere1 
(DZR), half-owned by the German national airline 
Lufthansa, which would be responsible for airship 
operations. 

The establishment of the DZR also served the 
interests of the NSDAP by effectively removing 
Hugo Eckener from the leadership of German zep- 
pelin operations. Ernst Lehmann, who was much 
more amenable to the National Socialist govern- 
ment than Hugo Eckner, was put in charge of the 
DZR, and Eckener became mostly a figurehead. 

NSDAP officials were very much aware of the 
symbolic value of the huge and impressive airship, 
and frequently called on Hindenburg for propagan- 
da flights, often in company with the Graf Zeppe- 
lin. They would now display the Nazi swastika on 
their fins and occasionally tour Germany to play 
march music and propaganda speeches to the peo- 
ple. Hindenburg’s first major flight on March 4, 
1936, after test flights were completed, was a 74- 
hour propaganda flight in support of Hitler’s remil- 
itarization of the Rhineland. 

On May 6, 1936, LZ-129 began the service it 
was built for, alongside Graf Zeppelin: regular 
transatlantic crossings between Germany and the 
United States, carrying up to 50 passengers with 
both comfort and speed. When boxer Max 
Schmeling defeated black American boxer Joe 
Louis, the Nazi government arranged for Schmel- 
ing to return to Germany on Hindenburg. Schmel- 
ing’s victory in the boxing ring had made him a 
national hero and Propaganda Minister Joseph 
Goebbels wanted to maximize publicity for 
Schmeling’s homecoming, and to associate the 
victorious boxer with this symbol of technological 
achievement, to demonstrate German supremacy in 
all fields from sport to aviation. 

On August 1, 1936, the ship flew over the 1936 
Berlin Olympic Games where spectators in the 
Olympic stadium and crowds of up to 3 million 
Germans and visitors in the streets of Berlin 
watched Hindenburg cruise above the city for more 
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than an hour at an altitude of approximately 750 
feet. On September 14, 1936, the ship, following 
17 aircraft flying in a Swastika formation, flew 
over the final day of Der Parteitag der Ehre (the 
8th NSDAP Congress) in Nuremberg. 

Hindenburg was the largest airship ever built. 
The passengers on Hindenburg’s maiden voyage to 
America included celebrities, wealthy travelers, 
journalists, and members of the Nazi elite. The 
flight featured the first Catholic mass ever said in 
the air, and a broadcast over the NBC radio net- 
work including a recital on Hindenburg’s specially 
-made lightweight duralumin piano. Hindenburg’s 
2 '2 day crossing of the North Atlantic was an 
astounding accomplishment at a time when even 
the fastest transatlantic ocean liner made the trip in 
five days, and slower ships took as long as 10 days. 

Hindenburg had been designed to use non- 
flammable helium, but the only supplies of the gas 
were controlled by the United States, who refused 
to allow its export. So, in what proved to be a fatal 
decision, the Hindenburg was filled with flamma- 
ble hydrogen. 

On 6 May 1937, while landing in Lakehurst after 
a transatlantic flight, the tail of the ship caught fire, 
and within seconds, the Hindenburg burst into 
flames, killing 35 of the 97 people on board and 
one member of the ground crew. The cause of the 
fire has not been definitively determined. The in- 
vestigation into the accident concluded that static 
electricity had ignited hydrogen which had leaked 
from the gasbags, although there were allegations 
of sabotage. Despite the apparent danger, there 
remained a list of 400 people who still wanted to 
fly as Zeppelin passengers and had paid for the 
trip. Their money was refunded in 1940. 

Graf Zeppelin was retired one month after the 
Hindenburg wreck and turned into a museum. The 
intended new flagship Zeppelin II was completed 
in 1938 and, inflated with hydrogen, made some 
test flights (the first on September 14), but never 
carried passengers. Another project, LZ 131, de- 
signed to be even larger than Hindenburg and Graf 
Zeppelin H, never progressed beyond the produc- 
tion of a few ring frames. 

After the beginning of the Second World War on 
September 1, the Luftwaffe ordered LZ 127 and 
LZ 130 moved to a large Zeppelin hangar in 
Frankfurt, where the skeleton of LZ 131 was also 
located. In March 1940 Goring ordered the scrap- 
ping of the remaining airships, and on May 6 the 
Frankfurt hangars were demolished. 
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